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Metropolitan Opera Company Who Is Sched-
uled to Re-appear This Season in the Title Part of Halevy's

“La Juive"”

sion for the Dyer’s Wife torment her,
o, the crucial moment, when the year

expires and she already sees the Em-
peror lurrcd into stone, she cries out,
“] can " By this supreme resolve of

tion she becomes wholly human.
shadow falls distinctly upon the

Her own
wall behind her, the Emperor breaks his

prison of stone, Barak and his Wife who
have been freed from their \\xhl(-rrn"un'
cells and have wandered about in re-
newed love and vain search for one an-
other, are re-united, 1, and all ends happily
in a final burst of splendid and solemn
music.

It goes

without saying that scemic
wonders and magnificent costumes ac-
company the progress of the action,
altermates between the Emperor's
in an enchanted wood and the
Dyer’s house, with intervening superna-
tural regions of oriental splendor. There
are no less than twelve transformations,
it must be stated as an additional
le that in the present time of need
it was possible to achieve such a result.

The score is full of surprisingly har-
monious, and unparallelled sound com-
birations. Strauss employs almost every
known orchestral instrument, and has
even reclaimed from long disuse the
musical glasses, Owinz to the many
changes of scene, there are no less than
eight intermezzi. The style of the music
‘n a sort of combiration of “Electra” and
“Ariadne”, anrd may in certain parts be
called almost popular. In characteristic
orchestral painting, Strauss again shows
himself the master that he ‘js. He suc-
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ceeds in attaining every combination
from the most delicate and unearthly
strains to the wildest cacaphony of

sound. The fine orchestra of the Opern-
theater was at its best under the lead of
Franz Schalk; Aagard Oestwig as the
Emperor, Frau Jeritza as the Empress,
Frau Weidt as the Nurse, Mayr as Rarak,
and Lotte Lehmann ag the Dyer's Wife,
were excellent in their respective roles,
and the many minor characters and
voices behind the scene were entrusted
to prominent artists. The parts are all
doubly cast,

Unprecedented Prices

The prices for the premiere; given for
the benefit of the pension fund of the
Opera, with all subscribers' rights sus-
pended, were increased to an amount un-
precedented in the annals of Vienna, no
nearly uppmm‘] ed even in the tradition
Patti days. Boxes were as high as 500
crowns, while the lowest price of admis-
gion for standing room was seven crowns.
These sums meant little to memhers of
various foreign missions now in Vienna,
who were well represented. Among them
was seen the Chief of the American
Peace Mission, Alhert Halstead, with his
family, The handsome house presented
all the appearance of a gala nighty in
spite of the restrictions for want of coal,
During the performance Strauss kept in
the backgrourd of a box, but in response
to urgent calls was obliged to appear on
the stage with the singers at the close of
each act, and was tendered an enthusias-

(Continued on page 4)
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“TOSCA’ WITH THREE

N EAVORITES, OPENS.
THE OPERA. SEASON

Puccini’s Popular Musical
Drama A gain Advances
Farrar, Caruso, and Scotti
in Familiar Roles As the
Metropolitan Re-Opens Its
Doors—Tenor's Voice Ex-
cellent After Sojourn
Abroad.

The Metropolitan opened last Monday
night. It opened with much sartorial
splendor and much bad singing. The
preponderance of the social idea (oupd
pam«loxuc.ﬂ aymbohsm in the selection
of Puccini’s “Tosca” for the season’s
curtain raiser. It represented a digres-
sion from custom in the interest of gocial
functioning and social complaisance by
disregarding the pomp and circumstance
of stage spectacle so long regarded as
mdmpensﬂblc to the prosperity of open-

ing nights, “Tosca” has virtues of an-
other kind. It begins late and ends
early. It allows long intermissions so

necessary to the success of those occa-
sions when the audience is the thing.
And it is thrice-familiar and second-rate,
necessitating no severe processes of in-
tellectual digestion.

1t therefore follows that critical con-
templation of the event need not in-
timate or prolonged. The artists en-
gaged in propelling the opera last Mon-
day were a trinity whose experience in
handling its mechanism has long worn
the stamp of popular sanction. Geral-
dine Farrar, Caruso, and Scotti suffice
unto the exigencies of the business.
Their doings are hallowed in the public
sight. Verily they shall never fail of
their reward. There was the usual ap-
plause on Monday, together with the us-
ual lack of reason for much of it. But
let the details of that rest untormented
till the season has progressed a bit.

It was a strenuous and noisy pcrform—
ance. Mr. Caruso, the Cavaradossi, was,
all told, in good voice. But it takes no
great store of imagination to conceive
what judgment would be visited upon
the newcomer who permitted himself the
various luxuries of vocal exaggeration,
the mouthings, glottis strokes and sim-
ilar (or worse) in which the sacrosanct
tenor indulges. Miss Farrar—whose
Tosea has never been her best role—
gave forth rich abundance of acidulated
tone and presented in the first act an ex-
traordinary picture that beguiled the
avid eye even as the plumage of some
nntchlcu_ cockatoo. The %curpm of
Mr. Scotti was the masterpiece of crafty
delineation it has been and evermore
shall be. Messrs. Bada, d'Angelo, Laur-
enti d Reschiglian filled ;lhe small

. F

ONTEMEZZI'S OPERA SCORES

Chicago Season Opens With Composer
Conducting “La Nave” Premiere

CHICAGO, NOV. 18.—The first
American performance of Montemezzi’s
“La Nave,” conducted by the Italian
composer, opened  the Chicago opera
season this evening at the Auditorium,
A vast audience gave a great ovation to
both composer and opera. The house
was entirely sold'out & week ago.

Raisa, Dolei and Rimini, the stars,
and entire production won a ‘huge suc-
cess before one of the most representa-
tive audiences ever assembled here.

The artists and composer were called
many times before the curtain after the
second episode. The ballet and scevery
deserve special commendation. M. R.
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