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Dear MUSICAL AMERICA:

We have had the opinions of many
prominent Americans and also of the
leading New York papers not only as
to the advisability but as to the proprie-
ty of giving opera in the German lang-
uage. It should, therefore, be of inter-
est to know what a typically old time
German musician, long resident in this
country, thinks of the situation, espec-
' jally as this man has become an Ameri-
) can citizen and had a nephew who vol-
. unteered for the war and was killed.
' Here is about what he said:

“You have beaten Germany, but what
: have you accomplished? You have let

loose the forces of anarchy. Whether
. these can be turned into the direction
of progress is a problem yet to be solved.
My own opinion is that the German peo-
! ple and the Russian, trained for so many
§ years under an autocratic government,
; are not ready for the radical changes
| invol in the present government.
" While there is a large Socialistic cle-
ment in Germany, led by some intellec-
hnll{ the great German middle class is
not in favor of Socialism. It is afraid
of it. Remember that neither Germany
nor Russia have been trained to liberty
like the United States and France, nor
have they been trained to what might be
called a constitutional monarchy as they
have in England.
489 | repeat—you have beaten Ger-
 many but you have let out forces of an-
. of discord, which are being felt
: country as well as in Europe.
nd let us not forget that the forces
o { are not constructive.
em it comes to music, what is the
£? You banish the works of the
dead composers, most of whom
to autocracy. You have

¢ stage and your
the ‘tinkle, tinkle' music
i t.!m° Ttalians. I will

miss that personal liberty which

cnioy on the other lld..’ And !Io:o :}d,
political liberty here, it does not amount
to ;:uch.‘; e o

Then as! my ond  w!
thought of the attempt to produer‘:p.,::
in German at the Lexington Avenue
Opera House. To this he replied:

“That was a mistake. In the first
place, it was premature. We have not
peace yet. The hate against the Ger-
mens had not passed away. We have too
many families that lost a father, or a
brother, or a son. There are too many
wounded still to be seen about the streets
and in the homes.

“Then, it was a great mistake to turn
the affair into a kind of German propa-
ganda. No wonder there was opposi-
tion. Much fuss has been made about
Goritz. I know Goritz. He is a good,
well disposed fellow, but absolutely out
of sympathy with this country, with its
institutions. In fact, he is simply a
German living in America and he lives
here because it has been good to him.
But as he has said himself, he never
would become an American citizen.

“It was certainly unfortunate that
such a man was prominent in the enter-
prise. If it had been undertaken under
the auspices of some well-known Ger-
man-Americans whose loyalty to this
country is undisputed, it might have been
different. But putting Goritz up, and
some others, was like flying a red flag
in the face of a bull, already enraged.

“Did you notice that a referendum
taken recently at & large concert in
Paris resulted in an almost unanimous
vote for the return of Germamn music,
especially the music of Wagner? Now
if they can have this in Paris, we should
have it here, as soon as it can be under-
taken in the right spirit and not be used
for a political or a nationalistic demon-
stration.”

There you have the opinion of a man
who I think expresses the views of hun-
dreds of thousands of other Germans, in
this country.

- . -

Writing on the subject of the Ger-
mans remind me that a tremendous scan-
dal has broken out in the Boston press
with regard to Dr, Muck., Leading pa-
pers are giving the matter prominent
position on the front page with big black
type headings. It seems that since Dr.
Muck got to Berlin he has been out-
spoken in his condemnation of the Amer-
jcan people and the manner in which
he was treated here. This no doubt
finally induced the State Department to
permit certain persons who have knowl-
edge of the facts, to make revelations
with regard to Dr. Muck which are sim-
ply astounding, though most of us who
were informed knew how he came to be
interned.

As I wrote you some time ago, Dr.
Muck had the choice of being interned
as a dangerous enemy alien or of being
prosecuted under the Mann act, on ac-
count of his relations with a vcr{l beau-
tiful and talented girl of the highest
Back Bay society in Boston. And that,
by the bye, which is not generally known,
was not the only case. Muck, in order
to shield the girl and avoid a scandal,
chose to be interned as an enemy alien.
Unfortunately, he could not keep his
mouth shut.

At the time I insisted that Dr. Muck
friend of this country, that he
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what
gr‘. Muck had gravely off

stories that were afloat, wl:'lll:
s

the doctor's own words jn writing o
the lady:

“My darling—I know you read in the
papers the disgraceful way in which the
audience in Haltimore behaved. They
insisted that I f»lny the ‘Star-Span
Banner, How [ hate to play it ow
I hate to ﬁ)ly to the pack of swine—that
is what they are! \Q’hnt do they know
about music? What do they know about
art? All they know is dollars. 1 hate
to face the rabble and it hurts my soul
to play to the vulgar erowd . . . But

sou, darling, the thought of you, darling,
nduces me to be patient with these curs.
And curs they nre, most of them. Think
of your poor Kuri, my darling. I am
anxiously counting the days that are
parting us, and then . . God bless
you, my darling, until I hold you again
in my arms and cover you with kisses.
Bo true to me. Good-by my beloved

darling.
Your Karl."”

Let me not refer to the matter further
than to ask a few questions.

Is not your Editor justified when
in his articles and from the public plat-
form he asks whether the time has not
come for us to declare our musical in-
dependence, while acknowledging all
that Europe has given us—whether the
time has not come when we should seek
among our own talented musicians for
the conductors of our symphony or-
chestras, and certainly not go and pa
$30,000 & year to a man of the Muc
type, who takes oyr money and calls us
swine and curs, accuses us of being noth-
ing but dollar hunters, absolutely with-
out any knowledge or appreciation of
music?—By the bye, this is hard on the
faithful adherents of the Boston Sym-
phony, who have been for years uphold-
ing Dr. Muck as the last word in the
way of an accomplished director of the
great symphonies, .

Has not the time come when we are
forced to cease from a cours¢ which is
beneath our dignity and reflects upon
our intelligence as well as our self-re-
spect?

- . .

1t is of course to be expected that any
man who writes, frankly, his opinions,
especially in times where passiors and
the conflict of interests have bnen so
tremendous as they have been durin
the great war period would receive, as
have said, letters of protest and also
some which were distinctly insulting.
As u fine instance of the latter kind, let
me quote a communication that I have
just received from a Mr. Kaikhuren So-
rabji. His nationality is shown by his
name. He writes from Regent’s Park
London, to inform me that before I hold
up the superior moral tone of American
music halls I should réad and refer
publicly to the matter which is sent to
me in a clipping which accompanies his
Jetter, though “he doubts whether I
have either the courage or the honesty to
do so.”

The article appeared in the London
Daily Telegraph of the 22nd of October,
and reports some of the proceedings be-
fore a committee of five reers appointed
to investigate the conditions in & camp
where a number of women were. Ac-
cording to the report of the evidence, it
would appear that at & camp at South
Carlton, m‘meolnshire, the huts of the
women which were in the middle of a
eami of Americans were raided one
pight. One woman officer stated that
her room had been broken into by an
Amcrietl: officer, who Y"l (lx'm\k‘:l

That .lngamy any nationali-

there will be certain men, and even
misconduct we
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Italo Montemezzi, famous Italian Com-
poser, Who is Adding Lustre to Our
Operatic Season

Chancellor. 1 take my story from the
London Times. It scems that amo:
other atrocities which von Bismare

rsonally superintended was the shoot-
ing of fourteen inhabitants of the vil-
lage of Vicoigne. A few minutes be-
fore these unfortunat: Eeople were exe-
cuted they were brought to the public
square, where von Bismarck gave or-
ders for them to be whipped. After
they were shot he ordered the bodies and
several houses in the vicinity, to
burned to the tlmd. ~

iesley was, without trial
ordered by wvon Bismarck to be shot.
While still living Bismarck himself fin-
ished him with a lance and threw his
body into a horse pond. With regard to
s of other atrocities against this
ismarck, they are too revolting
to be mentioned in any paper that is
read in decent homes.
Now the question is not whether you
can offset one outrage with another, nor
whether one is more horrible than an-
other. The great point of  differ-
between the acts i




